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the honor of your grateful country; of which you will permit us to present you a pledge, in this wreath of laurel, the prize of victory, the symbol of immortality. The next is a speedy and honorable termination of the bloody contest in which we are engaged. No one has so efficaciously labored as you, General, for the acceleration of that blissful period; may we soon reap that sweetest fruit of your splendid and uninterrupted victories.' "
The General thus replied to this solemn and impressive address. His allusion to the "cypress leaf," a symbol of grief and woe, is inimitably fine. Cypress groves were constantly in view of the rival armies during their sanguinary conflicts, and they will hereafter remind Englishmen of the carnage committed amongst his infatuated countrymen invading our soil by the gallant armies of the Republic in defending it:
"Reverend Sir: I receive with gratitude and pleasure the symbol crown which piety has prepared. I receive it in the name of the brave men who so effectually seconded my exertions; they well deserve the laurels which their country will bestow.
"For myself to have been instrumental in the deliverance of such a country is the greatest blessing that heaven could confer. That it has been effected with so little loss; that so few tears should cloud the smiles of our triumph, and not a cypress leaf be interwoven in the wreath which you present, is a source of the most exquisite pleasure. I thank you, reverend sir, most sincerely for the prayers which you offer up for my happiness. May those your patriotism dictates for our beloved country be first heard; and may mine, for your individual prosperity, as well as that of the congregation committed to your care, be favorably received; the prosperity, wealth and happiness of this city will then be commensurate with the courage and other qualities of its inhabitants."or us, and succeeded in effecting his utter destruction without exposing the lives of our citizens. Immortal thanks be to His Supreme Majesty for sending us such an instrument of his bountiful designs. A gift of that value is the best token of the continuance of his protection, the most solid encouragement to sue for new favors. The first, which it emboldens us humbly to supplicate, as ncares, our throbbing hearts, is that you may long enjoyur citizens? What! retrograde under such cir-fmy in whose bravery he had the utmost confi-
